
Transfer Credit Hours 

Transferring Courses from Full-Time Enrollment 

Students who wish to receive credit for college courses taken at another institution prior to attending 
Villanova must present an official transcript, course descriptions, and other documentation as needed to 
the Office for Undergraduate Students. Transfer credit may be awarded for college-level courses used to 
meet high school graduation requirements (subject to the criteria listed below). Courses will be 
considered for transfer credit only upon receipt of an official transcript and copies of official course 
descriptions. In some cases, it may be necessary to review the course syllabus to determine whether 
credit may be granted. It is the responsibility of the student to supply all necessary documentation. 

Please note the following policies concerning transfer courses: 

• In order to receive credit for a course taken at another institution, a student must have earned a 
grade of C or higher, and there must be an equivalent Villanova course. 

• Grades earned in courses taken at other institutions are not factored into a student’s Villanova 
grade point average. 

• Transfer credits may be used to fulfill no more than half of the required courses for each of the 
following: CLAS degree, major, minor or concentration, and CLAS Core Curriculum. 

• Courses taken at two-year institutions, including community colleges, are eligible for transfer credit. 
• Students may transfer a maximum of five non-CLAS courses that have equivalents in the other 

Villanova academic colleges (Business, Engineering, and Nursing). Students who wish to have such 
courses evaluated for transfer credit must submit course descriptions and/or syllabi to the 
appropriate college for review. 

• Courses should be presented for evaluation prior to a student’s first semester at Villanova. Courses 
presented after the student’s first year at Villanova will no longer be eligible for credit. 

College Courses Taken Prior to High School Graduation 

College-level work completed prior to high school graduation, including college courses that fulfill high 
school graduation requirements, must meet the following criteria to be considered for transfer credit: 

1. The course must be taught by a member of a college or university faculty for college students and 
enroll college students 

2. If the course is taught on a high school campus, by high school faculty members, and the enrolled 
students are only high school students, then the course is not eligible for transfer credit 

If the above criteria are met, then send to the Dean of the College in which the student is enrolling: 

1. an official letter from the high school principal, secondary school counselor or other educational 
professional describing the college-level program of study 

2. an official letter from the college/university stating that the courses were taught by members of 
the regular faculty, open to enrollment by and graded in competition with regularly matriculated 
undergraduates at the college and a regular part of the normal curriculum published in the college 
catalog 

3. a course syllabus 
4. an official, seal-bearing transcript from the college/university showing a grade of C or better 
5. With respect to courses taught in a distance learning format, and for other requirements, each 

academic program will review on a case-by-case basis 

If the courses taken by high school students do not meet the above criteria, the student may decide to 
pursue a Challenge Exam after enrollment at Villanova. 

1 Villanova University Undergraduate Catalog

https://clashandbook.villanova.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/academic_page/credit-by-exam.pdf?1630416504


All pre-matriculated credit must be accepted and approved before the completion of two semesters at 
Villanova. 

Enrolling in Courses at Another Institution as a Villanova Student 

Once a student has matriculated in a degree program at Villanova University, credit for courses from 
other universities may only be transferred to Villanova under certain circumstances. The following Core 
Curriculum Courses must be taken at VU: ACS 1000/1001, PHI 1000, THL 1000, ETHICS 2050, CORE 
HISTORY, CORE NATURAL SCIENCE, and CORE WRITING AND LITERATURE SEMINAR. Students may 
submit the “Request to Enroll in Courses at Another Institution” online form. Generally, if a course is 
offered at Villanova in the summer, a student should plan to take it through Villanova. Permission to take 
it elsewhere needs to be obtained from the department, advisor and OUS. The Office for Undergraduate 
Students must receive official transcripts for approved courses taken elsewhere before the completion 
of two subsequent semesters at Villanova. Credits will not be accepted for courses that take place 
during terms that do not align with Villanova’s academic calendar.  
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